ProQuest Dialog™ How Do I…?

"HOW DO I ... ?" – DATABASES & CONTENT

CONDUCTING A SEARCH
Combine search terms with Boolean and proximity operators
TASK: Use Boolean and proximity operators in search statements in Basic, Advanced and Command Line searches.
You can even combine previous sets found in “Recent searches” using standard Boolean operators.
Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT
are the same on both Dialog and
ProQuest Dialog. The table to the right
shows Dialog proximity operators and
their corresponding operators on
ProQuest Dialog.

Dialog

Definition

WITH (W)
NEAR (N)

Next to each other in exact
order
Next to each other in any order

(#W)

Within # words in exact order

(#N)

Within # words in any order

(5N)

Within 5 words but not
necessarily in the same order

Convert to
ProQuest Dialog
PRE/0
P/0
NEAR/0
N/0
PRE/#
P/#
NEAR/#
N/#
NEAR/5
N/5

(5W)

Within 5 words in the same
order
Same descriptor

PRE/5
P/5
LNK

(L)
1. In the Basic or Advanced Search
form enter a search. You can enter
phrases, but for greater precision use
proximity connectors between search
terms. Term 1 PRE/0 Term 2 specifies
the terms be next to each other in
exact order. Term 1 NEAR/0 Term 2
specifies the terms be next to each
other in either order. Term 1 NEAR/5
specifies the terms be near each other
within five words in any order.
TIP: P/5 is the same as PRE/5; N/5 is
the same as NEAR/5.

2. In the Command Line Search form
enter a search strategy. If there are
multiple concepts, hit <Enter> at the
end of each line so that you will create
distinct search sets for each concept.
You can enter phrases, but for greater
precision use proximity connectors
between words.
Term 1 PRE/0 Term 2 specifies the
terms be next to each other in exact
order. Term 1 NEAR/0 Term 2
specifies the terms be next to each
other in either order. Term 1 NEAR/5
specifies the terms be near each other
within five words in any order.
TIP: P/5 is the same as PRE/5; N/5 is
the same as NEAR/5.
This search will create three search
sets. Click Preview result counts.
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3. Now combine the three search sets
by entering S1 AND S2 AND S3. Click
Search.

4. The Results page shows the search
strategy and the number of records
that fit the search criteria. You can use
Search within to narrow results.

5. Search within takes you to the bottom
of the screen where you can modify the
search entering terms as desired,
including proximity or Boolean
connectors.
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6. Results return with the modified
search strategy and you can browse
titles, preview records for free by
mousing over the Preview button and
select records you wish to keep and
work with during the session, including
view, email, print and/or download.

NEED HELP?
To learn more about ProQuest Dialog™, visit us online or contact our Global Customer Support team
Web: www.dialog.com/proquestdialog
Call: +1 800 334 2564 (North America)
+00 800 33 34 2564 (outside North America)
Email: customer@dialog.com
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